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INTRODUCT!

From the earliest days of the Russia
propaganda campaigns have been conduct
Those in positions of power in capitalist cou
to their continued profit and privilege. Bot
socialist alternative at home, and to mair
international economic and political relatio
distortions are employed to cast the US!
possible. Stereotypes and caricatures has
people’s understanding of Soviet history ar

The particular issues of this psycholog
are at times short-lived. The idea th
“nationalized children” — my teacher’s exp!
— has long since faded into history. Amer
Soviet chemical warfare in Southeast Asia -
collapsed when the offending chemical was :
produced naturally by bees in flight. Bu
remembered; the retractions, if ever m
newspapers’ back pages and forgotten. The s
shape popular perceptions in the service of

This book is the story of one campaign t
thesis that the 1932-1933 famine in Ukrair
“genocide” of Ukrainians by the Soviet gove
campaign has surfaced intermittently over
1980s” revival of the famine-genocide cal
acceptance of this theory in historiography
accept that famine occurred in Ukraine in 19
areas of the USSR — they are still debating t
My examination of the campaign and its cha;
does not attempt to study the famine in any
few words are in order.

The 1917 Russian revolution was follo:
by fourteen foreign powers (including the
Canada) and an extended civil war. The dest:
revolution and intervention, combined with
widespread hunger and starvation — the R
Having survived these ordeals, the Soviets
precedents in world history: the building of a
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2 FRAUD, FAMINE AND FASCISM

to transform a backward land plagued by poverty and illiteracy into an
industrialized country with a modern agricultural sector. This was seen by
the Soviets as necessary not only for economic and social development, but
also for the very survival of socialism in a hostile international
environment. In the early 1930s, the Japanese takeover of Manchuria and
Hitler's seizure of power in Germany were seen as particularly menacing.

The mass collectivization of agriculture and an ambitious
industrialization program were the central features of the first five-year
plan launched in 1929. Collectivization met with active opposition from
sections of the peasantry, and in many areas the struggle approached the
scale of civil war. Drought (a complicating factor), widespread sabotage,
amateurish Soviet planning, Stalinist excesses and mistakes caused the
famine of 1932-1933.

Throughout the famine-genocide campaign however, the factors of
drought and sabotage have been ignored, denied, downplayed or distorted.
Soviet excesses and mistakes, in contrast, are emphasized, given an "anti-
Ukrainian” motivation, described as consciously planned, and the results
exaggerated in depictions of starvation deaths in the multi-millions.

Fraudulent photographs and suspect evidence are extensively used to
embellish charges of "genocide,” and are in fact the dominant images of
the campaign. The sheer volume of non-authentic material used to
support the genocide claim should in itself be grounds for the outright
rejection of such a dubious thesis.

Featured in the Nazi press in 1933, the famine-genocide campaign
moved to Britain in 1934, and to the United States the year after. In
Germany, a country with a history of strong communist, socialist and trade
union movements, the Nazis created the first organized propaganda
campaign (1933-1935) as part of their consolidation of power. In Britain
and the United States, on the other hand, the campaign was advanced as
part of right-wing efforts to keep the Soviet Union isolated and out of the
League of Nations. It also served to discourage growing working class
militancy in the Great Depression.

The famine-genocide campaign finds its most ardent promoters
among Ukrainian Nationalists. (The term Ukrainian Nationalist is used
here and throughout the book to denote the right-wing and fascist
minority in the Ukrainian community, among whose goals is an
“independent” Ukraine on an anti-socialist basis. The author in no way
seeks to identify this extreme Nationalism with the Ukrainian nation or
persons of Ukrainian origin in general.) The campaign was given fresh
impetus in the post-war period with the arrival in North America of
several thousand Ukrainian Nationalists, Among the bona-fide

INTRODUCTION

immigrants in the years just after the war,
collaborators and sympathizers. Their di
coincided with the Cold War propaganda

The Cold War climate of the Reagar
campaign, surpassing that of the 1930s :
Rambo and Red Dawn occupy the fantasy
the Western culeural intellect, the exhumat
genocide” attempts to carry the assault int
The campaign further serves to dist
investigations of war crimes committed by
resident in the West.

U.S. historian J. Arch Getty has com
wonder about the resurgence of the intenti
seems to be part of a campaign by Ukraini
idea of a 'terror famine’ in the West. ... The
the campaign coincides with long-standin
groups: given that the Soviets could murde
might they not be willing to launch a dest
their evil doctrine? Because the Soviets are
appeasement, maintain our vigilance — and
War Two war criminals to Eastern Europ

Overall, the specific motivations of tt
consistent with the foreign policy goals of
War confrontation, rather than historical
characterized the famine-genocide campa
tangled web of fraudulent evidence, Nazi a
ups of wartime collaboration, and questiona
hope that this book will contribute to ex
Ukrainian genocide. The historical study
deserves an objective and non-propagandis
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Chapter On

THOMAS WAL
THE MAN WHO NE

In 1898 various U.S. business in
companies, were anxious for the Unite
pretext was needed to build up pro-w.
U.S. public. American press magn.
Hearst, so the story goes, assigned ¢}
Remington to Cuba to find eviden:
would justify a U.S. military intervent:
of the ordinary, Remington cab
“Everything is quiet here ... [ wish to
“Please remain. You furnish the pict
war.”"

In the fall of 1934, an American usir
entered the Soviet Union. After tarrying le
spent the remainder of his thirteen-da
Manchurian border, at which point he lefc t
seemingly uneventful journey was the pr
frauds ever perpetrated in the history of 2

Some four months later, on February
began in the Hearst press by Thomas Walk
and student of Russian affairs who has sj
Union of Soviet Russia.” The articles, appe:
and New York Evening Journal for exarm
prose a mammoth famine in the Ukrair
claimed "six million” lives the previous ye:
were photographs portraying the devastati
was claimed Walker had smuggled in a car
and dangerous possible circumstances.”

In themselves, Walker's stories in

particularly outstanding examples of fraud
Nor were they the greatest masterpiece
produced by the right-wing corporate press
written about the Soviet Union since the daj
1917. The anti-Soviet press campaigns hea
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Thomas Walker's faked stories and photos appeared in the Hearst press
in February 1935. Other sources claim different photographers, years and
seasons for these laundered pre-1930s photos, which also show evidence
of alteration and touch-up. This excerpt from Hearst's Ch/cagc_) Amenpan
(February 25, 1935) was published as ‘‘famine-genccide” evidence in a

‘ 1983 issue of the Chicago-based Ukrainian Natlonallst journal EKRAN.

THOMAS WALKER

directed by those, like Hearst, who wanted
League of Nations and isolated in all respe

However, the Walker famine photogr
that, having been exposed as urter hoaxe
continue to be used by Ukrainian Nationalis
institutes as evidence of alleged genocide. Th
only be measured by the magnitude and long
used to portray.

Horror stories about Russia were con
particularly among papers and journalist:
orientation. For example, the London Dail)
1930, printed an interview with a Frank [
“just returned from Russia after a visit lastir
reported witnessing bloody massacres that ]
left "rows of ghastly corpses.”

Louis Fischer, an American writer for
Nation, who was in Moscow at the tim
discovered that not only had such even
Woodhead had left the country almost eight
claimed to have witnessed. Fischer challenge
Daily Telegram on the matter; both respond

When Thomas Walker's articles app
Fischer became suspicious — he had never h
no one who had. The results of his investig
March 13, 1935 issue of The Nation:

Mr. Walker, we are informed, “entered Rus:
spring of 1934. He saw famine. He photogra
heartrending, first-hand accounts of hunger's |
Russia is “hot” news. Why did Mr. Hearst keep th
ten months before printing them? My suspicion

I felt more and more sure that he was just an
absentee journalist. And so I consulted Soviet au
information from Moscow. Thomas Walker was
He received a transit visa from the Soviet Consul
29, 1934. He entered the USSR from Poland b
October 12, 1934. (Not the spring of 1934 as he sa
the thirteenth. He remained in Moscow from Sz
Thursday, the eighteenth, and then boarded a t
brought him to the Soviet-Manchurian border on
day on Soviet territory. His train did not pass wit]
of che black soil and Ukrainian districts which hq
“walked over” and “photographed.” It woul
impossible for Mr. Walker, in the five days betwee
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8 FRAUD, FAMINE AND FASCISM

18, to cover one-third of the points he “describes” from personal experience.
My hypothesis is that he stayed long enough in Moscow to gather from
embittered foreigners the Ukrainian “local color” he needed to give his
articles the fake verisimilitude they possess.

Mr. Walker’s photographs could easily date back to the Volga famine in
1921. Many of them might have been taken outside the Sovier Union. They
were taken at different seasons of the year . .. One picture includes trees or
shrubs with large leaves. Such leaves could not have grown by the “late
spring” of Mr. Walker's alleged visit. Other photographs show winter and
early fall backgrounds. Here is the Journal of the twenty-seventh. A
starving, bloated boy of fifteen calmly poses naked for Mr. Walker. The next
moment, in the same village, Mr. Walker photographs a man who is
obviously suffering from the cold despite his sheepskin overcoat. The
weather that spring must have been as unreliable as Mr. Walker to allow
nude poses one moment and require furs the next.

It would be easy to riddle Mr. Walker’s stories. They do not deserve the
effort. The truth is that the Soviet harvest of 1933, including the Soviet
Ukraine’s harvest, in contrast to that of 1932, was excellent; the grain-tax
collections were moderate; and therefore conditions even remotely
resembling those Mr. Walker portrays could not have arisen in the spring of
1934, and did not arise.

Fischer challenged the motives of the Hearst press in hiring a fraud
like Walker to concoct such fabrications:

--- Mr. Hearst, naturally does not object if his papers spoil Soviet-American
relations and encourage foreign nations with hostile military designs upon
the USSR. Bur his real target is the American radical movement. These
Walker articles are part of Hearst’s anti-red campaign. He knows that the
great economic progress registered by the Soviet Union since 1929, when
the capitalist world dropped into depression, provides left groups with
spiritual encouragement and faith. Mr. Hearst wants to deprive them of that
encouragement and faith by painting a picture of ruin and death in the
USSR. The attempt is too transparent, and the hands are too unclean to
succeed.

In a post-script, Fischer added that a Lindsay Parrott had visited
Ukraine and had written that nowhere in any city or town he visited "did I
meet any signs of the effects of the famine of which foreign
correspondents take delight in writing.” Parrott, says Fischer, wrote of the
“excellent harvest ” in 1933; the progress, he declared, “is indisputable.”
Fischer ends: "The Hearst organizations and the Nazis are beginning to
work more and more closely together. But I have not noticed thar the
Hearst press printed Mr. Parrott’s stories about a prosperous Soviet
Ukraine. Mr. Parrott is Mr. Hearst’s correspondent in Moscow.”

The incredible photographs accompanying Walker’s fake stories also
aroused the suspicions of James Casey, an American investigative writer.

THOMAS WALKER

Headlined by Hearst as having "just been ta
photographs were, in fact, "resurrected” ar

Art department heads of Hearst's newspapers h
up old war and post-war pictures from the files .
eighteen years ago from the war-torn areas of
pictures have been retouched to look like new. I
pictures have been rephotographed. As a resuls
prints.*

Some of the photographs were even
scenes from the old Austro-Hungarian empi:
New York Evening Journal (February 18, 197
actually portraying an Austrian cavalry sol
horse following a World War I military act

Similar faked pictures, Casey noted, |
Voelkischer Beobachter, Der Sturmer and
being circulated throughout Germany.”’

Hearst and Walker were prepared to
cynicism and perverse cruelty in exploit
compassion. Famous among the Walker pho
published with the following caption:

FRIGHTFUL — Below Kharhov (sic), in a typica
thatched roof and one piece of furniture, a bench, w
2 1/2 year old brother (shown above). This young
floor like a frog and its poor little body was s
nourishment that it did not resemble a human be
when it was one year old. This child had never tasre
once had tasted meat.?

One might as well say that this phot
anywhere in Europe, sitting in a clinic waitir
deformed child. There is something unmistal
early 1920'ish about the woman’s flapper hat
who looks perfectly healthy, is dressed for
brother™ is naked. The bench has a ribbed bac
benches, hardly corresponding to the sole hous
peasant.”

As used in the Hearst press, this photo;
fakes encountered frequently in the famine-
been retouched and altered. It betrays the app

copy of a non-primary source, rather than a d
This author has encountered this unforgettab.
publication of a Russian famine of the period
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Corpses Fill \/rllages%

as Moscow Seizes

Ukraine Crops

(Pletures on Page 120

Stariation stalks theough
the Uhrainre srriaon of Soniet
Russia, lcaving a ghaly trad
of death and agony,

Tha hraine ia the mat
fertite grain produing destrice
in Russa,

Tha facts contained in tha

series of artictos, of which
this (v 1he second. airre obe
tained by Thomas Walher, an
American new paperman,
now rendont in Jondan, at
the peril of hie bifr

Bhen Mr I ailer enireed
Russin last Sprimg Jir smieg.
fled in n camera, N

Whila photographs shoun
with thess articles were ob-
toined under the moai adverie
and dangerous poinble cir.
cumstances, the eiidence they

present i1 mora grim and

graphic than vonls » ; 8 i’ <%
By THOMAB WALKER, | B . ;” ¥ ,3.

Noted Journalist and Traveler; . i -

snd Btudent of Rusnian A!l- s - v‘n.. ;,x

1airs, who for saveral years
bas toured the Union
of Boviet Republicy,

N the Tutmist Guide

Book fo The Soviet|
Union, ane remals:

“The neasanls’' hula
of the Ukraine are al-
ways clean, carclplly
whitewashed and buried
in the foliage of their

pardens.” :

Atnsna s village bodow o iy the Toyear-old peasant girl ¢ and wenk from hunger that he crasle:
Kharkoff | went i vn 8. and her b rother. aged two, deseribed by about ke n frog, and had never taste
typical hat with dirt flane. Mr. Thomas Walker in the accompuay- | nnlk or hutter in his bfe. Picture comy
P Ut article. The by was sa emaciated | nighted, 195, Ameriean Newspapers. Ine

Continaed en Page 12, Coalumn 1

NRA MESSAGE U. S. Asks Representa ive in Court MELLON'S TA'

Thomas Walker's girl with frog-child from Hearst’'s New York Evening
Journal (February 19, 1935). Contradictory claims for the origin of this
photo were put forward by Nazi propagandists in the 1930s. A scene'fror’r)
the 1920s, this photo is still widely used as evidence of “‘famine-genocide.

THOMAS WALKER

any event, it will be recalled that Walker w
1933.

Portions of the 1935 Hearst-Walker -
photos, had in fact appeared the year pre
London Duaily Express. Artributed to an
“tourist,” the story includes a vircually ident
child” fabrication. However, this earlier ve
tale in Belgorod — which is in Russia prop
hoax over the decades politically relocate the
course in Ukraine.

Thus, at least some of Walker's faked a
advance of his actual fall of 1934 Soviet
Hearst-Walker conspirators decided to con
improved series, including some of the mat
in Britain. One concludes that Walker's bri
afterchought, a cosmetic gesture for the alre:
series in Hearst's American papers in 1935

Not only were the photographs a frauc
and Hearst's famine-genocide series a fraud,
a fraud. Deported from England and arreste
States just a few months after the Hearst ser
Walker was in fact escaped convict Robert (
reported: "Robert Green, a writer of syndic:
in Ukraine, who was indicted last Friday b
charge of passport fraud, pleaded guilty ye
Francis G. Caffey. The judge learned that
Colorado State Prison, where he escaped aft
an eight-year term for forgery.”8

Robert Green, it was revealed, had ru
record spanning three decades. His trail of
states and four European countries, and inclu
violating the Mann White Slave Act in Te
swindle.®

Evidence at Walker’s crial revealed that
to the Soviet Union in 1930 under the nan
worked briefly for an engineering firm in the
admission — expelled for attempting ro sm
the country. A reporter covering the trial n
that the ‘'famine’ pictures published witt
newspapers were fakes and they were
advertised.”0
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FRAUD, FAMINE AND FASCISM

12

The “evidence” of famine-genocide brought to the Arn.eric.an pu.bhc
by this "noted journalist” and “witness” .lives on 1lr1.]aurl1d1.ced
historiographic circles. Walker's material and claims of six m}lhon victims
are still recognized and issued by history factories like Har'v:ilrd
University’s Ukrainian Studies Fund, as well as by the Ukrainian
Nationalists' own media. Walker's fake photogr‘aphs are the most
prominently displayed pictorial “evidence” assoc1ated. with post-war
famine-genocide campaigns, despite the fac't thE.it this mate‘rlal was
exposed as fraudulent immediately follow19g 1ts.release in .1935.
Apparently it is felt that the risks inherent. in c11111pmg the public are
necessary to further famine-genocide concoctions.

Chapter Tw

THE HEARST P
THE CAMPAIGN CQC

Despite the Thomas Walker fiasco, .
famine-genocide campaign — it was par
propagation of anti-Soviet, pro-fascist views
of this book to examine in detail the activi
press magnate William Randolph Hearst,
known to millions during the 1930s as “Am
widely known that certain U.S. corporations
lent money to the Nazis, while a U.S. oil corp
during the Spanish Civil War.! What is les
that for a period during the 1930s, Hearst en
Benito Mussolini, paying him almost ten
received in monthly salary while head of the
his [Mussolini’s] chief source of income was
Hearst press; early in 1935, however, he gas
because international politics were so delica
himself frankly.”2

Hearst was by no means the only extre
George Seldes, veteran correspondent of the
of the classic Facts and Fascism, warned of
business, the press and fascist tendencies in ¢t
States:

If the reader thinks of our chain newspaper o
Patterson and McCormack, as merely four of Am
he fails to see the danger to America from a
American press. These four publishers put ou
newspapers sold daily on our streets, they own

papers which make American public opinion, the
biggest newspaper chains in the country, but tw
services which supply news to a majority of Amer
they have always been anti-labor, anti-liberal ar
when not openly following the Mussolini and Hit

what I believe is the greatest force hostile to th
common people of America.®

Many of the most extreme famine-genc
emanated from these publishers.

This was not the limit of Hearst’s fas
summer of 1934, Hearst visited Nazi Germa
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' poses

h Hearst, known to millions of Americans during the 1930s as "'America’s No. 1 Fascist,

William Randolp nil _
with Nazi leaders during his fall 1934 visit to Nazi Germany.

ight: Mr ' i tary;
Left to right: Mr. Rocker, Hearst's prl_vate secre '
; Dr. KarlgBomer, Press Division chief of the Nazi

Rosenberg’s lieutenant. Some months after his return to the U.S.,

Hearst launched his famine propaganda campaign.

. William Randolph Hearst

Nazi leader Alfred Rosenberg

Foreign-Political Bureau; Thilo von Trotha,

THE HEARST PRESS

by a man he knew well, Ernst Hanfstaengel,
an intimate adviser of Hitler.* While at Bad
arrived to inform Hearst that a plane waite
he met for discussion.® A number of agreem
one being that Germany would purchase its f
news-gathering agency, the International N
to have been worth one million marks a g
considerations served to underline Hearst
revealed in his comment reported in the
succeeds in pointing the way of peace a
accomplished a measure of good not only fo
humanity.”?

Hearst appears to have long been a devi
interests. As far back as the First World
shipments of munitions to England and Frar
States merchantmen. He hired a former Nex,
Wiliiam Bayard Hale, and sent him to Germa
in the pay of the Germans . .. "8

Hearst's wartime news methods we:
Weekly, suspecting Hearst was using mythic
fake dispatches, stated as much on October 1
British and French governments banned the
cables and mails. The Canadian governmen
month, banning Hearst newspapers outright

newspaper in those days carried a $500(
imprisonment.®
It was following Hearst's trip to Nazi G
began to promote the theme of “famine-ge
this, his papers had at times reflected a differe
the October 1, 1934 Herald and Examiner, ca
French premier, Edouard Herriot, who
travelling around Ukraine. Herriot noted: ™. .
subject of famine in the Ukraine is curi
wandering around the Ukraine, I saw nothi;
Nort unrelated to plans for a famine
massive red-scare campaign which had been u
in the late fall of 1934. To back up his call for |
to swear loyalty oaths, Hearst assigned "
“expose” radical professors in “a red hunt
liberals...."" And, while taking a soft line on
Hearst launched his press attack portraying
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16 FRAUD, FAMINE AND FASCISM

brutality” in the Soviet Union.'2

For the Nazi press in Germany, its Volksdeutsche proteges in other
countries, and the Hearst publishing empire in the United States, 1935
was to become the Year of the Ukrainian Famine. One of Hearst's famine-
genocide campaign allies, Dr. Ewald Ammende, described the launching of
the Hearst campaign: "On January 5, 1935, William Randolph Hearst
broadcast a speech based almost entirely on the account of the [Cardinal]
Innitzer Committee . . . The entire Hearst press next proceeded to deal
with the Russian famine.”'3

Violently denigrating Soviet efforts to collectivize and industrialize,
and at the same time shielding developments in Nazi Germany, Hearst
gave vent to his elitist views on his coast-to-coast network broadcast: “The
truth is that government by the proletariat, government by the least
capable and least conscientious element of the community — government
by the mob, government by tyranny and terrorism . . . is the fearful failure
that it needs must be and definitely deserves to be."!*

Having said so, Hearst did his utmost to make it so, at least in the
imagination of his readers. The man who published uncensored articles by
the Nazis Goering and Rosenberg, and the fascist dictator Mussolini,'®
had launched his famine-genocide campaign. By mid-February 1935,
Hearst and his mercenary scribblers were ready to go into action. Reports
of a “prosperous Soviet Ukraine” were killed, and in their place the faked
stories of Thomas Walker were introduced.

Following the Walker series, Hearst launched his next caper,
determined to convince Americans that the Soviet Union was a land of
utter starvation, genocide and cannibalism. This time he offered the tales
of one Harry Lang, editor of the Daily Forward, a Yiddish language
publication of the extreme right-wing faction of the Socialist Party.
Hearst's choice of Harry Lang made shrewd sense: Lang’s socialist past
would hopefully provide a more universal facade to his anti-Soviet
campaign, the illusion of left-wing support.

Why would a socialist team up with a multi-millionaire capitalist
publisher?

By the early 1920s, following splits between right and left, the
Forward had sunk to the status of a right-wing pulp journal. It came to
represent the views and interests of a clique tied in with “business union”
operators, who resisted violently — with ink, threat and boot — any
militancy among the workers they dominated.’®

In a 1926 strike, the Forward resorted to outright strikebreaking
against militant unionists, whose demands, if won, would have
embarrassed and jeopardized the hold its associates had on their unions:

THE HEARST PRESS

The Forward wholeheartedly fulfilled its
delivered a barrage of red-baiting against the :
Communist leadership of the strike, the Forwar
“that his American followers had begun to make
fur workers were not interested in this “reve
terrorized by the Communists to continue st
“discovered” a mysterious "Room C” in the str
narrated, hundreds of fur workers who refused
taken and beaten into submission by the "Com

The Forward carried advertisements whi
wished "to become financially independen
strikebreaking employment bureaus. The wor
shreds copies of the paper .. .17

In 1933, the Forward was even approa
up company unions so as to thwart organiz
which would cost them more money in wag,
same year that Forward editor, Harry Lang,
of his "horror accounts” of famine-genocid

Thus, it was a very short political wall
office at the Forward to Hearst's lie facto
inventions about Russia. Lang and the red-l
to defend capitalism as their associated “un
to maintain their positions as a “labor arista
to accept attempts by some historians to p
genocide stories as the admissions of a "di;

Lang’s contributions to Hearst’s famin
new heights of the macabre. Under suct
“Soviet Masses Pray at Graves to Die”,
Starving”, "Guns Force Russian Labor”, “S
Arctic”, and “Soviet Torture of Women
horrors':

In the office of a Soviet functionary I saw a poste
my attention. It showed the picture of a mother
child at her feet, and over the picture was the in
Children Is Barbarism. The Soviet official ex;

discributed such posters in hundreds of villages,
We had to.”19

However, Hearst was no more successf
with Walker. Lang’s stories were publicly ¢
had visited, or worked at, some of the plac
American worker Santo Mirabele wrote:

Harry Lang, you say you were in Khark«
returning from the tractor plant dirty, shabby -
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18 FRAUD, FAMINE AND FASCISM

because there are no baby carriages. Harry Lang, you are a liar .. . didn’tyou
see the baby carriages and the workers’ apartments about ten blocks away
from the great tractor plant? Don't you know the workers have plenty of
facilities to wash and clean before leaving the plant? Didn't you see the
kindergarten among the apartments? Didn’t you see the same thousands of
workers coming back in the night-time to the plant auditorium to hear
music and enjoy themselves for a couple of hours?

These are the things I saw in Kharkov in 1932. [ am willing to meet
Harry Lang on a platform at any time — liar and pen prostitute that he is —
and let the public judge who is telling the truth.2®

Lang was denounced by the Jewish working class movement, and in
his own Socialist Party. The Socialist Party's National Secretary, Clarence
Senior declared:

The Socialist Party of the United States repudiates the attacks upon Soviet
Russia now appearing in the Hearst papers. Lang who claims to be a
Socialist has not only violently misrepresented the Socialist actitude to
Soviet Russia, but has placed himself beneath contempt of all workers by
making himself the tool of William Randolph Hearst, the bitter enemy of
the labor movement and the principal mouthpiece for American

fascism . . .21

Numerous meetings were held within Socialist Party circles on the
issue of expelling Lang from the party. At one, representing 43 branches
of the Workmen's Circle group, . Laderman stated that he had been in
Ukraine at the same time as Harry Lang, and gave the lie to Lang’s series in
the Hearst press. In mid-May 1935, the Illinois State Socialist Party called
for Lang’s expulsion, while the New York Socialist Party suspended his
membership for a year.22

Even the Forward itself printed adisclaimer: "Lang wrote on his own
responsibility.” The Forward had to admit that the majority of the
numerous protests which it had received concerning Lang’s articles, came
from “warm friends of the Forward (who declare) how much they deplore
and are aroused by this incident.”23

The Nation drew attention to a major motive of Hearst’s choice of

“witnesses’:

... the spectacle of a professed Socialist, no matter how renegade, combining
forces with the most unscrupulous and reactionary journalist in Americaina
campaign of misrepresentation regarding the first Socialist country is bound
to be misleading. Hearst knows that his readers are notina position to judge
the accuracy of his charges. And he knows too that his ends can best be
served by throwing a smokescreen over the amazing progress which the
Soviet Union has made in the past two years. By attempting to discredit
communism in distant Russia, he is merely resorting to an easy and
dishonest method of attacking radicalism of all varieties in America24

THE HEARST PRESS

Despite the rejection of Harry Lang, H
famine-genocide series. But time was limit
year like 1932 or the pre-harvest portior
correspondent was sending favorable rer
social progress.2® However, Hearst was de
Union to death, even if retroactively.

Following Lang on the list of hired pe:
his debut in the late April issues of 1935. Ini
?apers as an “ex-communist,” Sange:

communism” consisted of having attend
night-school while employed at the Bure
Commerce in Washington. To illustrat
supposedly showing Sanger interviewing a
Moscow was included. Critical observers, k
photo was credited to a staff photographer
None of the photographs showed condition:
genocide.

More "witnesses” were trotted out. In
the “coming out” of Andrew Smith, who
years in the Soviet Union. Smith wasted litt]
to the Hearst press, although his previous cc
friends had not indicated any such state of
fresh start in unemployment-ridden Ameri

No doubt remembering how they'd
previous series, the Hearst papers now re
documentation of Smith’s stay: his entitled
knew Russian, though, pointed out that Smi
“discharged for loafing,” not "discharged f

The Nation further discredited Smitl
inconsistencies and “falsifications” in Smitl
Hearst press.?’ Smith'’s stories were also den
worker with whom Smith had worked in th
had named as a key witness to his allegatios
Smith a liar, but gave a detailed and mucl
working and living conditions which he an

The "testimony” of Andrew Smith was
famine-genocide. As late as 1949 he collabor
for the Cold War House Committee on Un

Another informer for the McCarthy-e
certain Fred Beal, who had fled to the Soviet
year jail sentence resulting from the Gast
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20 FRAUD, FAMINE AND FASCISM

incognito to the U.S. for six months, and then returned to the Soviet
Union voluntarily. Upon his final return to the United States in 1933,
Beal, the unemployable fugitive in the midst of economic depression, was
by 1934 preparing to sell out for money and hope of a reduced jail sentence.

In June 1935, articles by Beal appeared in Harry Lang’s Forward,
others followed in the Hearst press. According to one newspaper, which
published excerpts of Beal’s earlier correspondence which contradicted his
claims in the Hearst press, Beal's articles were “coached” during May
19343

Beal's accounts in the Hearst press were disputed by fellow American
workers, among them an auto worker, J. Wolynec, who had worked at the
Kharkov tractor plant from 1931 to 1935. Wolynec, who was not a
communist party member, had known Beal in Ukraine for two years. He
challenged Beal's reports of overheard conversations, revealing that Beal
could not speak Russian [or Ukrainian].32 Wolynec cited an earlier booklet
by Beal, entitled Foreign Workers in a Soviet Tractor Plant, in which Beal
had given descriptions completely contradicting those he later wrote for
the Hearst press. Just a short time before he himself returned to the
United States, Beal wrote in this booklet:

It would not be true to say that all the foreigners have been satisfied with life
in the Soviet Union. Most of them came with honest intentions, but chere
were also a few who expected something for nothing. They were of course,
disappointed and quickly returned. But most of those who 8o back tell che
truth of the situation here 33

Beal was not one of the latter.

Following his rehabilitation in the Hearst press, Beal was allowed to
serve only a token of his original jail sentence. His autobiography —
Proletarian Journey — appeared in 1937, a classic in yellow journalism
used as a weapon in the famine-genocide campaign to this day.

In this book, Beal presents slanderous “samples” of Americans who
had volunteered to assist in Soviet industrialization. Beal's supposed
dialogue with a Black woman, who he alleges was "picked off the streets”
to fill a Comintern quota of Black Americans to work in the USSR, clearly
shows his racist and sexist mentality. In response to his question about her
past union membership, Beal's caricature replies:

No, suh, I don’t belong to no union. Deys have no union in mah business. Ah
once worked in a shirt factory and de people dere, dey made me join de

union, but ah's quit. Why man, Ah wouldn't work in no factory. Ah gets
more money from my gennemen friends.34

To this invention Beal adds a male American worker as lecher and
rapist.3 Elsewhere, he has one of his characters claim: “These Moscow

THE HEARST PRESS

broads are a dirty bunch, they never take
would not be complete without a descriptic
genocide:

... I took the train from our little station of Loss
to Chekuyev. From this place, we walked for se
living soul. We came upon a dead horse and a de
road. The horse still lay harnessed to the wagon.
the reins in his lifeless, stiff hands. Both had d

One may well ask why a train would bc
nobody was left alive for miles around, or
expired simultaneously. Significantly, althor
illustrated with Beal’s photos from the USS]
conditions of famine-genocide and the harc
his earlier articles in the Hearst press.

Defending his articles in the Hear:
autobiography: “the Hearst papers are read |
and have always had a distinct bias in favor
the person who, even for a price, would sugg
friend of labor.

Nonetheless, Beal earns himself a speci
books by claiming to have had an audience
the Ukrainian Soviet Republic, who allegedl
dying.3® Contemporary anti-communist Sc
Conquest and Dana Dalrymple cite Beal on
seen, Beal cannot be considered a reliable s

Fifty years later, "witnesses” such as Be
others continue to play their original role or
the 1930s campaign is having a bigger |
References to 1930s newspaper accounts
credibility to current famine-genocide allegat
the 30s as politically-motivated sensationali
the 1980s into primary evidence. Examples
exposed at the time are conveniently forgotte
character of the Hearst press is rarely rer
features of the 1930s campaign and the select;
the Hearst press in propagating the genocid
insighr into the character of today’s famine-
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Chapter Thre

FAMINE PHOTOG
WHICH FAMII

Simultaneous with Hearst's 1935 fam:
Nazi press in Germany and similar papers
materials on the same theme. The Nazis ha
early as 1933, complete with fraudulently mi
Nazi party organ Voelkischer Beobachter, pu
campaign in its article "William Hearst
Hungerkatastrophe” (William Hearst on t
Catastrophe).2 The Nazi contributions to
unnoticed. A New York Times corresponde:

. there has been a fresh outburst of “starva
German and Austrian press, with appeals for ¢
victims of the Soviet famine.” This writer heard in |
was supported by photographs taken earlier. Son
from the Volga famine of 1921. This is a favorit
propagandists.?

The propagandistic extension of the b
was further embellished by the appearance in
book, Muss Russland Hungern? by Dr. F
English-language edition, Human Life in
influence on those who propagate the f:
significance of Ammende’s book can be appre
republished in 1984 (after a 50-year lapse) ¢
era Cold War8

Human Life in Russia makes little prete:
not only credits the accounts by Hearst press ¢
and Harry Lang, but brings in press acco
Mussolini's Italy, and the emigre Nationalis
named “travellers” and “experts” are freely
minimal: footnotes are remarkably scarce and

An investigation of the photograpl
particularly since virtually all photographicev
support famine-genocide allegations can be tr
Hearst's Thomas Walker series and Germa
share a considerable number of identical phot
states: (the photographs) “are among the mo
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24 FRAUD, FAMINE AND FASCISM

actual facts of the Russian position.”?

According to Harvard University’s Dr. James E. Mace (who writes
the apologetic "Historic Introduction” to the 1984 reprint of Human Life
in Russia), Ammende was personally involved in relief work during the
1921-22 Russian famine.® This should be borne in mind, particularly when
considered alongside the peculiarities, contradictions and motivations in
the use of the photographs. Further, Ammende is most reluctant to
acknowledge the photographic affinities of Human Life in Russia with
earlier publication in England, the United States, Nazi Germany and
elsewhere.

Ammende avoids any genuine documentation of the photographs in
question: "'the majority of them were taken by an Austrian specialist . . 9
As with so many famine "evidence” books, Ammende does not identify
him. None of the photos are specifically identified as having been taken by
the un-named Austrian. We are informed that “the authenticity of the
photographs, which form a permanent record of the terrible events in
Ukraine . . . is undoubted.”'® However, the proof of this assertion consists
in alleging that the photos had been examined and passed by nameless
“experts.”

Ammende claims that “the pictures were actually taken in the streets
and squares of Kharkov in the summer of 1933, as is also apparent from
various details clearly visible in the pictures.”1 However, only 10 of the 26
photographs appear to portray urban scenes. Of these, only two (opposite
page 32) are identified as Kharkov by captions. These show what appear
to be orderly assemblies outside stores. There is no apparent evidence of
famine or panic, despite the caption’s claim that the store is being
“besieged by the population.” The queue in the second photo is actually
rather sparce and lined up in well-spaced file. Although the stores’ signs
are partially legible, the photos are undocumented as to date and specific
location. Given the inefficiencies of Soviet food store distribution
methods, such a picture might have been taken during any one of 2 number
of years.

The sole remaining reference to Kharkov in any of the photos is
found in 4 caption beneath a picture of some corpses lying in a boxcar
(opposite page 192). However even this was not taken in Kharkov; the
caption states: “These families boarded a train and went to Kharkov to
demand food, which they did not, however, receive. When the train was
opened they were found to have died from hunger on the return journey.”
In truth, the photo portrays not "families,” but three or four corpses. Since
the boxcar was opened on the “return” journey, it would have been as
simple to identify the location as it would have been to name the

FAMINE PHOTOGRAPHS

photographer. But, as elsewhere, these most
provided to support Ammende's claims.

The remaining “street” photos (opposite
top) are, like the rest, undocumented and
Ammende’s claims, they contain no clues as tc
Fhey were actually taken. Signs, landmarks, e
included to serve as points of identification, z,ire
cases (opposite page 128), the photos are com
way t'hat the identification of key human subje
Nor is it certain that these photographs w
photographer and equipment.

' ‘Hmmm Life in Russia carries many pho
original German edition.'? Although they are
one notes Ammende’s claim that these additio
to the author by Dr. Ditloff, for many year.
Government Agricultural Concession — [
C.aucalsus."13 After informing the reader that t|
liquidated in 1933 (in late August, long afte
'Ammende states that the photographs “were t:
in the summer of 1933, and they demonstrate t}
the plains of the agricultural areas of the Hur

One notes that Dr. Ditloff was posted tc
Ukraine. However, Ammende is deliberately
Ditloff did his remarkable shutter-bugging
agricultural areas of the Hunger Zone” refe
suPsequent claims of famine-genocide), then
Ditloff — by then a functionary of the Nazi £
wandering about the country unhindered and ras
Ir.1 any event, regardless of their real date and pl
pictures appear in later publications either with
artri.buted to a totally different source, someti
captions.

Certain of Ditloff's photos are identical to
already proven fraudulent. In one photograph
holds a deformed “frog-child,” the same phot
While Ammende reproduces as “evidence” the |
frog-child story, he does so not in connection
uses in another context.’® To avoid identificat
equally fraudulent use in the Hearst press in
appearance in an unidentified London newspape
in fact, turns out to be the London Dasly Expres.
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the German Nazi party’s organ Voelkischer B
18, 1933). It is one of three obviously updated
article "Hungerhoelle Sowjetrussland.” The a
thar it represents official Nazi party line. A
version of the photo "famine victims in hosj
implicarions for famine-genocide theoris
rehabilitation contradices the notion of a delib
a people.

FAMINE PHOTOGRAPHS

Sucooy In addl.tlon to the frog-child p'hot'o, A
£ .‘é’ £<8 photos published almost a year earlier in th
onE5¢C . ‘
*“—2, 29 i Walker.'® These include the photo of sold
o . .
SoSus featured in the 1934 Dasly Express under the
- —

%2 cgg @ Death” (Belgorod is in Russia, not Ukraine)
0B : s , . L«
0= 52 g 5 Daily Express’ credit to a young English “tou

@ . .
zaeyC icture to the German Dr. Ditloff.
- Q Q—E 8 Q .
g g = Among the remainder of Ammende’s u
- xT ® . . . .
VT ES oD captioned menagerie are distress pictures of
S8fcac ini f the period embracing the |
cqasSoc reminiscent of the period embracing the lasty
ol . . .
CNNGe= I and the immediate post-war period. In fact
OCD %\l’ 3 S o0 )
‘5';”— =8 two emaciated children, one spoonfeeding t
L [} 3 . . .
a® 2 S6o nothing to do with alleged 1930s events in
= X . . o .
2 ‘5_% :E) <& Americans who viewed "Peter Ustinov's Rus
= - . .. .
< PP S B hoto portraying hunger conditions in an e
~g2525 ying hung
| ©ZoeET originated as a "still” copied from a documer
‘ . g n L(E D 0O P
: Q8 Eosg the 1932-33 famine. (One notes that Amme
3 > - . . v " . .
%-:‘o = F 2] either of his two "photographers” having fil
e 'g) o7 picture has also been featured in other docurr
« = . .- . .
B <2 century Russia. Even the Ukrainian Nationali
] w0
3 < of Despair presents this picture in relation ¢
@ 3 P
o L Human Life in Russia’s sordid trail of fr
o 2 top photo opposite page 161 was first publishe
3 w
I
]
£
3
I
£
0
@
2]
I

lief source — Information No. 2

Nansen’s International Committee for Russian Relief. Altere

Nationalist books such as Walter Dushnyck

There are still more contradictions. A
Human Life in Russia’s photographs were tak
One is therefore astonished to find a summer
on the same page as a photo of a pile of naked
covered field.2° The latter seems to be a portra
angle, of a winter graveyard scene found in th
Russie

This photo has not yet been laid to rest i
as famine-genocide evidence, the photo’s capt
showing subsequent authors’ discomfort wi

Photographs fraudulently

1921-1922 Russian famine re
Ukrainian Nationalist film Harvest of Despair admits its non

Black Deeds of the Kremlin (Vol. |, p. 228). ' Brothers in
famine.
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Ammende claims that Dr. Ditloff
took these photos in the “summer of
1933." Thomas Walker claimed he
took these photos in the “spring of
1934." A 1935 Nazi propaganda book
credits Ditloff and dates them as
“spring”’ of 1933. Note photo (bottom
left) of woman and boy bundled up for
severe winter weather.

FAMINE PHOTOGRAPHS

claim. For example, the photo appears in T4
with the caption, “Frozen Corpses at :
Nahayewsky's ultra-rightist History of Uks
without any mention of location: “Shown al
famine corpses. They had to lie there unt
Dushnyck's 50 Years Ago: The Famine Ho
hint as to location or season, but has cropped
foreground. His caption reads: “This is not
starved Ukrainians at a burial spot."2% (Ol
these authors give no information as to
whatsoever. Other examples of interpolative
be cited concerning this one picture alone.)

Other “summer scenes” in Human Lif
dressed in heavy coat, head covering and bx
whose bulky fur hat and fastened-up fur
costume indicative of an earlier decade; a wc
winter, the boy wearing not only a hat buta h
as well. Yet another photo shows a girl w
holding a naked child on her lap.26

While Ammende’s reluctance to «
understandable, it is curious that most famir
the same photographs neither cite nor ment
its mysterious photographers. This is surp
Russia is frequently cited for its text, and
historians as a classic book for their purpos:

Subsequent publications use the same pt
Either they are used without any pretence
credit to any photographer, or credit is giver
the Hearst press. This despite the fact that W
the photos in the spring of 1934, while the |
portray events in 1932 or 1933,

For example, Olexa Woropay's The N
Walker for those of its pictures shared with
credited to Ditloff by Ammende. The Grea
Unénown Holocaust, leaves undocument
Ammende to have been taken by the unne
Thomas Walker for photos which Ammende |
partial departure from this pracrice, Harva
Ukraine 1932-1933: A Memorial Exhibition, a
in question to Thomas Walker, and the rest
credits Ditloff.28
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30 FRAUD, FAMINE AND FASCISM

While the average person might understandably despair at this

confusing tangle of documenting evidence, one justifiably expects
hiscorians to verify and authenticate source material. Thus it is rather
astonishing that Harvard University's Dr. James E. Mace played a
significant role in all of the above books. Not only did he pen the
“Historical Introduction” to the 1984 reprint of Human Life in Russia, he
edited and introduced The Ninth Circle, contributed a feature article to the
Great Famine in Ukraine and was one of three people credited with
preparing Famine in the Soviet Ukraine. He has thereby affixed his seal of
approval to contradictory and mutually exclusive accounts concerning the
origin of the photos. Apparently prepared to endorse anything anti-
communist, certain academics seem intent on compromising their

reputation (and that of their university).
What, then, is one to make of the photographic evidence offered by

Ammende’s Human Life in Russia? Were Ditloff's photos actually
Walker's, or were perhaps Walker's photos actually Ditloff's? Ammende
does state that some of the photos had previously been published without
Ditloff's permission. As though anticipating doubts and challenges,
Ammende feebly passes the buck, stating that Ditloff would assume full
responsibility and guarantee the photos’ authenticity.?®

Predictably, Ammende makes no attempt to clarify just where, when
and by whom some of the Ditloff photos had previously been published.

Nor does he state which photos had been used without permission. Since
of an author’s “most important source”

previous unauthorized publication
one’s

of evidence (particularly if accompanied by accounts contrary to
own) is an affront to any honest historical writer, Ammende’s silence on
this matter engenders the utmost skepticism. Topping it off is the fact that
Ammende was well aware of Hearst's famine series from its very
beginning. He not only cites Hearst accounts (o develop his own
argumentation, but also states: “On January 5, 1935, William Randolph
Hearst broadcast a speech based almost entirely on the account of the
Cardinal Innitzer Committee . . . The entire Hearst press next proceeded
to deal with the Russian Famine.'3® One recalls that Thomas Walker's
faked articles and photos were the very first of Hearst's famine series.
Thus, Ammende was no innocent dupe who received bogus photos in
ignorance. In fact, Ammende was the General Secretary of the Innitzer
Committee from whose accounts Hearst drew information for his January

broadcast.

Other aspects of Ammende’s past raise questions. According to his
preface to Human Life in Russia, Ammende spent time in the Volga and
Kama regions of Czarist Russia studying peasants an

d the Russian grain

FAMINE PHOTOGRAPHS

Frade as early as 1913.3? After the revolution. d
intervention and Civil War, Ammende adm;t .
the. counter-revolutionary Estonian and Lat a
flSSlgned to work in liaison with the H o
installed in Ukraine by the Germans i Etlma
i)'fmpathies can be detected in his leﬂ it'9l‘
independent Ukrainian republic” ufd .
iSrllvcorlopadsky.:f2 Ammende describes his :rf)rJ
19\;(;.\;§ment in supporting relief work in the |
U I.n.follow1'ng the subsequent career of this

raintan famine, one notes that for man
Qeneral Secretary of the so-called Europeanlzl Yo
mcludefi Nationalist emigre affiliates and oth e
revol.utlon.34 The Nazi party organ Voel,éi:;)v
;cclalmed Amr.nende in promoting the famine- ei
uropean .Natlonalities Congress in 193335 ’
e Late in 1933, Ammende was appointed Ho
; er.confessmnal and International Relief Com:
Hamme ,Areas by the pro-fascist Cardinal Inn:
arvard’s Dr. Mace had to admit that it might
called for aid to the hungry only after the famife h
Ammende’s associations, travels and activitie
an exFellent position to have had access t .
suffering and famine pictures during the twc())c;l .
Indeed., a wide assortment of photos and doc e
tz;ken in Russia, Ukraine, Fastern Europe and lil\nr];
:)me?‘(,/:;icilonWar I, the. Russian revolution, Cj
o N , events which contributed to the Russ
ese photos — taken by journalists, relief a

soldiers and individuals — were frequ;ntl tﬁe[;
and bro€hures of the period. Such photos v};eiu llls
the famine-genocide photographic "evidence’f the'
from archives, collections and newspa ors
accounts of the 1930s.37 pet more
Rm;n ;?;t’ certain key "Ditloff” pictures publist
% did originate from 1922 famine publicatic

photo captioned "The Last Journey” (opposite p. 1
well overa decade earlier. Captioned "Funeral IF; 9
appears in the bulletin “Information No. 22" ( r201c“
Switzerland by Dr. Fridtjof Nansen’; Intelz'rlat;
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Famine situation in Ukrania
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These publications are devoted to the Russian famine of 1921-1922, but
their photographs are fraudulently used to illustrate “1933 Ukrainian
famine-genocide.” The film Harvest of Despair, for example, uses photos
found in each. Top left: Dr. Fridtjof Nansen's International Committee for
Russian Relief, Information No. 22, Geneva, Aprit 30, 1922. Top right:
Ukrainian Nationalist publication Holod Na Ukrainyi, by lvan Gerasymo-
vitch, Berlin, 1922. Bottom: La Famine en Russie, Geneva, 1922.

Phptographs from Human Life in Russia. ‘1
left) is a 1921-1922 Russian famine scene filche:
(p. 21). The photo, upper right, shows men wez
army caps and first appeared as “1933 famine
newspaper Voelkischer Beobachter (August -
posed photograph similar to 1921-1922 Russ
photos (gag. Information No. 22, p. 66). Bottom ri
scene gives the lie to Ammende's “summer ¢
resembles that found on page 10 of La Famine




'8issny ue auile{ €7 }0 0| abed uo punoj ey} so|qwesal
Aj9SO|0 1 ‘WIB|O €61 JO JoWWnNS,, S9puswwy 03} 8l 8yl saalb sueos
piefanelb uszouy siyy b woypog (g9 "d ‘2z "oN uonew.oul -Be) sojoyd
Aouebe Jaljas sulwey ueISSNY gz6l-12g6l O} Jejwis ydesbojoyd pasod
e :yo| wonog (g6l ‘gl 1snbny) usiyoeqoag JeyIsnieoA ssdedsmau
1IzeN oy} ul epuebedoud | suiwey ge61,, se paseadde 1siyy pue sdeo Awle
ueissny | Jepn pliop Bulieam usw smoys ‘Wb Jaddn ‘ojoyd eyl (12 "d)
22 "ON UO/JBWIOU| WO} PAYD|l) BUBIS BU|WEY UBISSNY Z261- 1261 B S! (Y9
iaddn) Asuunor )seT 8y, 'BIssny ui 8y uewny woly sydeibojoyd

"2261 'BABUDK) ‘BISSNY U3 BUILLIES BT I LUC
-owAselay) ueaj Aq ‘iAuresnyn eN pojoH uoledl|q
wybu dol "ze6l ‘'0g Iudy ‘ensusn ‘gg 'ON uo/]
10} 8831 WWWIOY) [BUOIIRUIBIU| S,UdSUBN JONpli IC
sojoyd sasn ‘oidwexa 10} ‘nedsaq JO 1saneH Wl
uBlUBN EE61,. 21BAISN||I O} pasn Ajjusnpnel)
INQ ‘ZZ61- 16| 4O BUIWIER) UBISSNY 81} 0} PSIOAIP

7261 YATHINK
«YOroJ»
CANIWYE ¥1» YIVHIAW MHIINYYad

DHHBTEY]

¥ W XoAomg

Wunediooiuvh wogdry

2
A1ssny
SUNOIAS A0 2
CANIN

¥

94

" WA900d 8 Tov0L  JSSMM |

¥ Whdig o
AP OHOLQ RO s xS ) 3
R “omihunavong (573 K

‘ e e N

zz81 Hirdeg

[~

ey

(¢
@%&m\h
VAALIO0Ig1g




e

34 FRAUD, FAMINE AND FASCISM

Russian Relief, issued on April 30, 1922. Similarly, Ammende’s
photograph opposite page 65 (left), can also be found in the 1922 bulletin
(p. 16). The photo of emaciated children neatly posed on a bench (opposite
p. 33, top), strongly resembles the technique and style of arranged, official
documentation photos taken by relief groups during the 1921-1922
famine.

As an experienced 1921-22 Russian famine relief worker, Ammende
was undoubtedly familiar with the 1922 Nansen material; indeed
Ammende describes a meeting with Nansen in Human Life in Russia3®
There is little doubt that Ammende was complicit in his friend Ditloff's
famine photo-faking adventure. It may be, however, that a more central
role in the fraud was played by Ditloff himself — and the Nazis.

Dr. Ditloff, it will be recalled, was Director of the German
government'’s agricultural concession in the North Caucasus under an
agreement between the German government and the Soviets. When
Hitler took power in early 1933, Ditloff (like famine “experts” Herwarth
and Henke) did not resign in protest. He remained as Director for the
project’s duration, indicating that the Nazis did not consider him inimical
to their interests. Following his return to Nazi Germany later that year,
Ditloff gathered or fronted for a spurious assortment of famine
photographs. These, as has been shown, included photos stolen from
1921-1922 famine sources. In addition, at least 25 of the Ditloff photos can
be shown to have been released by the Nazis, many of which were passed
to or picked up by various anti-Soviet and pro-fascist publishers abroad.

Some of Ditloff's photos were published in the Nazi party organ
Voelkischer Beobachter (August 18, 1933). Others turned up in the
London Daily Express (August 6, 1934). Here one should note that
Ammende and Ditloff were in England in May 1934, campaigning for
British pressure against the Soviet Union on the famine question.
Ammende and Ditloff visited the British Foreign Office, seeking to make
the British vote on Soviet admission to the League of Nations “conditional
upon some [Soviet] assurances on the matters . . . such as famine relief.”3®
As Thomas Walker was then living in England as an anti-Soviet hack
writer, it is possible that photos were passed to him there. Indeed it
becomes obvious that Walker was the anonymous English tourist in the
London Daily Express.

In 1935, both the Nazi press and William Randolph Hearst
systematically promoted the famine-genocide campaign, complete with
gruesome photographs. That year also saw the publication in Berlin of
Nazi Alfred Laubenheimer's violently anti-semitic book Und Du Siehst
Die Sowjets RichtigA® Laubenheimer’s introduction to Und Du Siehst

FAMINE PHOTOGRAPHS

glowingly praises Hitler’s rule: "Thank God
Socialist [Nazi] revolution these incomprel
fundamentally changed. The struggle against
been successfully carried out in Germany.”4" It cc
1937 the Nazis authorized a second printing o
Prominently featured in Laubenheimer’s by
25 Ditloff photographs, used to illustrate the
claims.#? Two-thirds of these are identical to
published the same year by the Hearst press.43 ]
in Und Du Siehst include virtually the whole s
Ditloff contributed more than photographs
book. Und Du Siehst also includes a major arti
acclaimed as an authority in the article’s introd
In 1936, Dr. Ditloff's old travelling comp:
campaigner, Ewald Ammende, published his 1
Human Life in Russia. Contrary to Ammende’s
photos are Ditloff fakes — a significant numbe
used by both Walker and Laubenheimer the pr
Whatever the actual mechanics of the di
Walker photographs, their fraudulence is well
on propagating the famine-genocide myth for p
hesitated to use these photographs repeatedls
adding a shred of authenticating evidence to tl
The political motives and persuasions of the
involved are indeed relevant here. German N
Ukrainian Nationalist exiles, European conser
millionaires like Hearst — all wanted to isolate
Soviet Union, to discredit and reverse socialist
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Chapter Four

COLD WAR |
BLACK DEEDS

The famine-genocide campaign of the 1930s leaned heavily on
materials — often fraudulent — traceable to right-wing, anti-Soviet
sources. Mainstream historians did not accept the fabrications of the
extreme right.' In fact, so dubious was this thesis to contemporary
historians, that some Ukrainian Nationalists and Cold War scholars claim
that the "famine-genocide” has been either ignored or deliberately
concealed in some form of pro-Soviet, left-wing, or even Jewish
conspiracy.?

Rooted in the pro-Nazi and conservative opinion climates of the
1930s, the famine-genocide issue was exhumed during the Cold War of the
1950s. The McCarthy period witnessed not only a resurgence of the lunatic
right, but its alliance with the post-war wave of Ukrainian Nationalists
who had fled Ukraine with the retreating Germans. An anti-communist
marriage of convenience took place between the American ultra-right and
Ukrainian Nationalists, sections of whom had collaborated with the
Nazis. These now required new clothes and a cover story for past activities,
while the Cold War promoters could point to such people as “living
witnesses of the communist menace facing humanity.”

A number of books were published by Ukrainian Nationalists, not
only to ingratiate themselves with their new Western political allies, but
also to propagate their interpretations of history among the Western
public. Typical of the Cold War style of famine-genocide allegations is The
Black Deeds of the Kremlin® Published in 1953 and 1955, this two-
volume set is yet another weapon in the Nationalists’ arsenal of
apologetics and cover stories. Despite the admission in its preface to being
“motley” and “"uneven,” Black Deeds is used as resource and reference
material for the current generation of famine-genocide campaigners.

The publishers of the volumes — SUZERO and DOBRUS
respectively — give an indication of its blatant lack of objectivity.
SUZERO is the so-called Ukrainian Association of Victims of Russian
Communist Terror, while DOBRUS stands for the equally wordy
Democratic Organization of Ukrainians Formerly Persecuted by the
Soviet Regime in USA. Both groups are affiliated to the World Federation
of Ukrainian Former Political Prisoners and Victims of the Soviet
Regime. Of some relevance here may be the observations noted in the U.S.
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Congressional Record of the 1948 debate on tl
"No doubt every one of them [ former East Euro
occupation during the war] now bears a new na
a martyr of Soviet oppression, and answers to
‘political refugee.” "4

Included in Volume I is a special sectio
allegations of Soviet mass executions during
Unearthed in 1943 during the Nazi occuj
“examined” by a Nazi-appointed “commission”
propaganda films.® Among the Black Deeds wri
Pavlovich. Described in a photo caption as “the
murder at Vynnitsya,” Pavlovich also testified b
Commission on Communist Aggresston in 195,
his contributions to the U.S. Cold War Commus:
violent pro-Nazism, anti-semitism and w
characterized his original account in Zlochyn
Vynnitsya).®

Written under his earlier name of Apollos
U Vinnytsya was published with Nazi authoriz
enthusiastic Nazi collaborator, Pavlovich/Trel
Vinnytski Visti in German-occupied Vynnitsya.
Vinnytsya betrays its author’s intention — an
exercise as a whole — to rally support for sag
Let [the massacre| strongly unite our people with t
Germany, the liberator of Ukraine, let it unite [us]in
struggle with the terrible enemy of mankind — Bo

The book's appeal for support for the Nazi
of Nationalist collaboration, then into its third y
caused the death or transport for slave labor of r
the Nationalists’ appeals continued. Procla
humanitarian and Savior,” Trembovetskyj urge
our lives will we be able to repay our debt to
communism.”8

Zlochyn U Vinnytsya is riddled v
Trembovetskyj calls upon Ukrainians to be s
cruel struggle against Jew-communism” and r
moron” and "Stalin and his Jewish governm
“Jews and the NKVD,” Trembovetskyj specif
alleged 1930s massacres.®

Post-war testimony of German soldier
unearthing of mass graves at Vynnitsya as a N
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PDHACCTYBAMH RAaRKpa: YA00y [ AAR cMayHoro OyaAbROWY | kotaer ,co-
1 BETCALKOMY ADOPHHCTBY®, ¥H MOXE 3a Te, WO B IHKYSATOPAX BHROAMAK
MULAOHH ATAI Ta eub AAA BAC MEe, 4H MOME 38 Te, IO, BIAPHBAIOYH
BlX poTa y cBOix niTeA ™0A0KO, nepepobaRAH HA MBCAO AAA ,€a1a

I3painbehroro™? g

CRaMH, K4aTe, CKAMH, YOFO MOBUHI? MODYHTL xat, 60 3Hae, mo
T V\ w ~ I I —\— —l—l — 3aruiyAH BOWH 3a Te caMe, 38 mo 3arwnys Xpueroc: aa Mpasay, 3a e, ™~
- BOWH YNIAW “BVAPIINATH TEMpPAsY RiA CBITAR [ CBiTA0 BiN_ TempamH, °
A06po BiA 3ra. | TakkM a0A9M, sCHO, e Gyno micua a CCCP; srigwo
3 ,6aTBKIBCLKOI0 KOHCTHTYUIE® BOHK Myciau Ath B ul cTpawHl MOrnuAH.
Hewa cunm, vema posymy, woS ofuecrasath wumx katle. Jio6i noll
20. AHOHA MHWAE ABa POKH 3 TOFO AHA, KOAH MICTO Blanua 6yno 3plab-
WeHEe RIMEeULKHUM BIACKKOM BIR GiabuwioBHKiB, Bl NPOAKTTS KposH | cala,
Bif xatopry. H ued Aewb MM nORHHHI OCOGAMBO GyTH RARYHI 3a caoe
Bu3sonensa. SIkGH BlH, UeA KaT, we KX ABa POKH NPOGYB Ha Ykp.
\ TO, 6€3CYMHIBHO, 1eA ReaMKHA cax Gys G ycTeaen
b MUILAONK HOBKX Tpynie Waworo mapomy 6yan
o . lumHx wicTax Ykpaluu.
_..Eog_uhm_x» Tocnons, nouyBwH wawi SaaraWus, waw naaw i
CABLO3H AITOK HALIKY, MOCAAR MOCAIHHMKA CBOLO AAN HAUIOLD BH3BOACHHR
B 0¢06i Piopepa Heaukonime dumnnn Anronbda [itrepa, skufi ypsTysas
HAWE WHTTH, YTep CABO3H HAM | HawHM AITSM, NPHOHIMB poAHTTR 63 N
BRHHOT HAINO! KPOBH. >
32 HeWe BHIRONEHHR MH 33BKAH MYCHMO OYTH BAAYHI BEAHKOMY
HiMeubkoMy naponosl | Roro moluaM. Mu unosuwel fATh PAa3OM 3 HHMH
B DQBHOMY €4Manii, MM MOBHHH| MECHO, OAMOAYMHO | OIHOCEePAHD BHKO-
HYBATA BOAK Dlopepa, BIAZAINH COOW MPAwo |, HABITE KOAM ie TpeGs,
o YO T RATIHN TBOE A 643ra BCbOro AK0ACTBA | CBOFO Hapoay.
L. . Jlame 1ak wu Ro6'emoch HAACKOpWIOT | OCTaTOYHO! nepeword Hax
" PHATTBOM | AHTRIPHCTHAHCTBOM —I0R0-KOMY HI3MOM.
. —
— 4
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3akonani no scix
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Title page of Zlochyn U Vinnytsya, a 1943 Ukrainian Nationalist account of the unearthing of the
Vynnitsya graves. Page 46 (in part)lauds: “‘Hitler the great humanitarian and savior. Only by hard work and
our lives will we be able to repay our debt to Hitler, and defeat Judeo-communism.”

i i i Yevlohiy
at the Vynnitsya graves opening. Bishop
<: the praiseworthy hands of the German
ple and with honest work and

i i i ishop Hrihory

Pro-Nazi clergy Bishop Yevlohiy and Archbis /

stated: “The Lord God had mercy on us and sent us for 0cﬁ.mm_<m:o 4
people and their chief Adolph Hitler. We all must come to the aid of the German pe

devoted heart hasten the victory over Bolshevism.”
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According to Israel's authoritative Yad Washem Studies, Oberleutnant
Erwin Bingel testified that on September 22, 1941, he witnessed the mass
execution of Jews by the 8S and Ukrainian militia. This included a
slaughter carried out by Ukrainian auxilliaries in Vynnitsya Park, where
Bingel witnessed “layer upon layer” of corpses buried. Returning to
Vynnitsya later in the war, Bingel read of the experts brought in by the
Nazis to examine the exumed graves of "Soviet” execution victims in the
same park. Upon personal verification, Bingel concluded that the
“discovery” had been staged for Nazi propaganda purposes and that the
number of corpses he saw corresponded to those slaughtered by Ukrainian
fascists in 1941.10

lllustrating the Vynnitsya section of Black Deeds is a photograph of
Ukrainian Orthodox Church Bishop Yevlohiy at the opening of the graves
in 1943. Following funeral rites for the victims, writes Trembovetskyj in
Zlochyn U Vinnytsya, Bishop Yevlohiy stated:

The Lord God had mercy on us and sent to us for our salvation the
praiseworthy hands of the German people and their chief Adolf Hitler. We
must all come to the aid of the German people and with honest work and
devoted hearts hasten the victory over Bolshevism.

Overall, the editors of Volume I have gone to considerable pains to
come up with pictorial documentation somehow relating to the book's
lurid allegations. They have not succeeded — unless a cartoon of Stalin
with the stereotypical facial physiognomy reminiscent of an earlier
generation of anti-semitic artists can be considered evidence.'2 Aside from
third-rate artwork, this volume is decorated with irrelevant drawings,
portraits of fascist and pogromchik-government leaders, the inevitable
undocumented photographs, and the following indicative farce:

Accompanying the article “Collective Farming” by one "P.V.” is the
usual undocumented photograph, in this case a group of peasants with
horse-teams. The peasants, incidentally, all appear well-dressed in
practical work clothes. P.V.’s powers of scientific observation enable him
to state that, “all of them are barefoot and look wretched in their rags and
tatters.”"3 The description “rags and tatters” seems better applied to
Nationalist levels of scholarship, since none of the peasants' feet are even
visible in the photograph. In similar vein, there appears a photo of
collective farmers — a "weeding team” — in which some of the women
are smiling and laughing.® Perhaps the “agency” which provided the
political artwork was fresh out of pictures showing unhappy workers
toiling in ragged undergarments.

Volume [ also presents a handful of alleged 1932-1933 famine photos
plagiarized from earlier historical periods. All are undocumented. Some

COLD WAR |

are stolen from 1921-1922 Russian famine publi
little cannibal” appeared in "Information No.
International Committee for Russian Relief in 1¢
stolen from its 1922 source, and not from Am
Russia (where it also appears), can be deduced f
Ammende gives his version the caption “Anothe
in 1922, the photo was given the caption "Canni
eaten his sister” — a parallel to the Black Dee:
Other photos are taken from Nazi German |
For example, the photo showing three men wi
issue caps (p. 237), was first published in rela:
August 18, 1933 in the Nazi party’s official organ
Among those listed as generous donors to
Black Deeds is Fedir Fedorenko. Can this be the s:
from the United States and later convicted as a cc
camp guard?'® Other donors include Anatol Bilot:
several books as Anton Shpak, a former Ukraini
Bila Tserkva, Ukraine. Of this person, the Ukrair
states: "According to documents and witness test
his like exterminated close to two thousand c
Tserkva during the Nazi occupation. Most of the
surviving witness, I. Yevchuk, remembers:
When they were leading the Jews to where they were £
pretty young girl ran up to Shpak. "Oh come, Anton, -
Don’t you remember we went to school together, you us
She pleaded. "Shut up, you kike bitch,” roared Shpak, ra
the girl right in the face.?®
On the same day, Yevchuk states, Shpak also k
his wife, and an old woman, Dworja Golost
(Shpak) identifies himself as a member of the
Ukrainian Former Political Prisoners of the Sovie
and others like him not escaped to the West, undos
become "Soviet prisoners” and stood trial for th
Among Volume I's famine writers with ¢
background is Oleksander Hay-Holowko.22 This 1
member, but also worked as a propagandist for
When the Nazis invaded Ukraine, Hay-Holowko
Propaganda” for the OUN-Nationalist clique in L
fascist terror was characterized by the slaughter ¢
Ukrainian Nationalists.23

Subtitled “The Great Famine in Ukraine 19
Black Deeds has impeccable McCarthy-era creden
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When I visited Zaporozhe in the end of Feb
starvation amounted already to 30 to .
volost.  The day I visited Kherson town (.
were registered from the day before 42 ¢
(20 adults, 22 children), and 'was told 1h
100 cases a day. The town has abonut 20.0
town of Yekaterinoslav (160.000 inhabita
daily are now dving from starvation. In t
in the month of February 642 cases of deatl
registered. [t must also be remembered

¥ m‘ : WM ‘dis Toten auf die StraBien, damit sie von
?ﬁﬁ: mmm& t ' -M*ﬁ‘mm teichentiedderer
taiien Theen dis armasiigen Kisider und verkaufen sie aul -

b . i v «m ‘m ﬂﬂ* s nﬂﬂﬁi rangrene tram hunger.

increases susceptibility to disease, Even
ordinary circumstances have only an insi
of mortality have now a very great one. |
is often followed by gangrene of the gums,
with more than 20 9, mortality.  Vaccina
their preserving capacity. The use of surr
a great percentage of abdominal diseases

i n Voelkischer Beobachter, August 18, 1933: photos tance ’bread with apricot, are very poisonc
froTntl]?I gl2a12_'1régr2t3;%rgged tooeillusstrate the 1933 famine. In 1935 these phqtos of 50 o ver); som;) affel‘ e}ahng: ‘ln, (.tonn‘c‘:ct‘
reappear in the anti-semitic propaganda book Und Du Siehst die Sowjets meat fror;_x ;'ea’('l horses tl Kfr?] are caseys t(;‘ 8
Richtig (reprinted in 1937). Thisbookand Ammende’'sHuman Lifein Rus;Ia qll?ncin? 'S ;llzt*t‘;zllot{;rzt;?jd E\)fdtlg‘:gk'cnien‘
(1936) credit Fritz Ditloff as the photographer. Photos from this selection cases may also s s 3
are also utilized by the following Ukrainian Nationalist bocks: Black Deeds 1) Grangrene of the mouth,

of the Kremlin (1953, 1955);50 Years Ago: The Famine Holocaustin Ukr.aine
(1983); The Great Famine in Ukraine: The Unknowq Holocaust (1983); and
the so-called documentary film Harvest of Despair (1984).

Page 15 of Information No. 22 published in Ge
photo is used in Black Deeds of the Kremlin to por
Ukrainian famine™ (Vol. Il, 1955, p. 457)
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