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OBITUARY: Margaret Siriol Colley, truth-seeker, defender of Gaeth Jones’s legacy

PARSIPPANY, NJ. - Dr. Margaret Siriol Colley, a niece of
the Welsh journalist Gareth Jones who fearlessly reported
on the Ulkrainian Famine of 1932-1933, died in England
on November 20, after a three-year battle with cancer. She
was 86,

Dr. Colley was a staunch defender of the legacy of her
uncle, whose reports about the genocidal famine were ridi-
culed by the likes of Walter Duranty, The New York Times
correspondent in Moscow who denied the Holodomor and
famously reported: “There is no actual starvation or death

Ukraine. One notation reads: “Everywhere | went... | heard
the cry, ‘There is no bread, we are dying’

Seven decades later; in 2003, Dr: Colley and her son
Nigel Lisan Colley wrote a letter to the Pulitzer Prize
Committee seeking the revocation of Duranty’s Pulitzer for
reporting from Russia: "..the Pulitzer Prize should be
revoked from Walter Duranty, not just for his falsification
of Stalin's ruthless execution of the Five-Year Plan of

but also for his complete disregard for

Margaret Colley,.,
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Jones was murdered in 1935 in Mongolia under myste-
rious circumstances, probably at the hands of Soviet
agents. As Dr: Colley noted, “Gareth Jones’s honest report-
ing on the Soviet Union probably had a direct bearing on
his tragic death” He died on the eve of his 30th birthday.

Gareth Jones had been all but forgotten by the worid, but
in the early 1990s his niece, Dr. Colley, found an old leather
suitcase containing his diaries, notebooks, letters and vari-
ous papers. She worked for many years to share his story.
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of that suitcase was simply extraordinary. Aided by her no
less indefatigable, no less tenacious son Nigel, and the tire-
less, selfless support of a Ukrainian American family (they
had set up the meeting in that Hilton that day) too modest
to be named, she worked relentlessly for the belated rec-
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studied. Organized by the Ukrainian Canadian Civil
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hmuu family. She lost her
beloved Uncle Gareth when she was 10.
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with great Integrity, and also to her 4y,
gence in bringing the story of Gareth jones
to the world, which many tried 1o syp.
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from Ukrainians who appreciated and sup-
ported her efforts to disseminate the tryth
about the death of her dear uncle and his
remarkable journalistic oeuvre. She did
much to raise public awareness of the

Kharchenko, Ukraine’s ambassador
to the United Kingdom in 2002-2010.
wrote: “Her book on the life and death of

~ Gareth Jones, one of the first journalists 1o
' tell the truth about the Ukrainian tragedy

PRC  of the Holodomor, is a proud personal

 belonging of mine received from her own

hands. She will forever remain one of the
devoted friends of the Ukrainian

and | will forever cherish hI—m
being a personal friend of this amazing



